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M SRANDIM | 30 June 1947
TO t Exeoutive Officer, Contact Branch

FROM ¢ Assistant Onief, Finance Division
SUBJECTs Taxicad Fares

In furtherance of cur recent gsonversations and correspondencs re~
lative to the propristy of the use of taxicabs by civilian emplayees in &
travel status, it is desired to quote for your further information, the
following exeerpt from & Decision rendered by the Campiroller Ueneral of
the United States toc the Director, Office of Scientific Ressarch and De-
velopmant on 18 April 19L7s

WEith respect to your genersl question regarding the use of
taxicabs, 1t may ve stated that in the absence of some statube or
regulation to the contrary, the general rule necessarily is thst
trans;ortation must be by the most sconomicel means usually used
by the publio generally unless it clearly is shomn that scme other
ssans of transportation was used primarily in the interssts of the
Qeverment., Mlg‘ph 8(a) of the Standardized Government Travel
Bagulations providess ‘

*(s) The ususl taxicadb fares from station, wharf, or other ter-
minal to sither place of abods or place of business, and from either
piave of abode or place of usiness to station, wharf, or othsr tere
minal will be allowed.®

That paragraph X dispenses with the necessity of shwwing that the in-
terests of the Qovernment required the use of a taxiocab rether than

& choaper means of transportation under the conditiens specified,

but neither that paragraph nor sny other provision of law or regula-
tion of which I am awkrs purports to authorise the use of taxiocabs
genarally. Wiile bhe saving of tims 1s one of the factors which

may oe taken into considerstion in determining whether the use of
taxicabs is in the interssts of the Uoverrment, it cannot be presuxed
in every instancs that the Oovernment nesessarily denefits by a sav-
ing of time or that its interssts would not as well bs served by the
use of & slower or chesper means of transportation., Therefore, a
shwoing is required in each instance of the facis which warrant a con-
clusion that the use of taxiecsbs was in the interests of the United
States andl, for similer reasons, it has beon held that & broad or
general administrative determination that the regular use of taxicabs
by & particular employee or class of smploysez is » necessity at all
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tines may not be accepted as estabiishing that other cheaper
msans of trangportation such as are used by the public gener-
ally cannct be used advantagecusly in the interests of the
Governzent. 3} ﬁmp; Gen. 3101 )

fhe ressons advanced in your letter for urging that the
rules heretofore eztsblished gogarding the use of taxicabs
be changed or mogified have been gurefully considerec and afe
ter due deliveration it 45 cancluded what they do nol form
& Mequate basis for any changs in the rules heretolore es~
tablilished which have evolved from a long line of decisions of
the aceounting officers.

Therefors, I have to advise that in the absence of appro=
priate logislative enasctuent, it would not be pro.er for this
office to mpprove the use of taxicebs, without restriction, ty
& particular officer or employee, as it is not bsifeved that
such use would be necessary at all tises and under all conditions,.

Lt will be noted that the comments of the Camptroller Genersl of
the United States as set Forth above, substantially corroborates the infope
mation which has previously been furnisied your office., Particular atisne
tion is directed to the fact that the General Accounting Office censis tently
refuses to secept mny kind of ®"blanket® statement or Justification for the
use of taxicabs by a traveler, tut requires a specific explanaiion with ree
spect 1o all taxi fares expended when the applicable travel account is sube
mitted,

1t 18 realised that it is more advantageous and esononical $o the
Jovernment, in many instances, to use taxis, particularly where nuch cone
taot work is being performed and that their uce pormils the more expeditious
performance of the traveler's duties, howewer, until existing laws and/or
regulations are made uore lenient in this respect by appropriate provisions,
1% will be necessary to continue to require apporpriate justifications im

oach oase. 25X1A9a

25X1A9a !E“ﬂ* g“f

Finsnoe Division
o
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